
near-sighted than those whose business it is to look at larger objects. Mr.
Lawrence attended a book-sale, and found that out of twenty-three per-
sons who were present, twelve of the number wore glasses.
Like several oilier affections of the eye, myopia is sometimes hereditary,

the children of myopic pareóte being more apt than others to be affected
with the disease.

DEATH BY AN OVER DOSE OF OPIUM.
To tho Editor of tho Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Dear Sir,—I send you a brief account of a case, which came under my
observation not long since, of the sudden death of an individual, caused,
probably, by an over dose of opium administered by a man styling him-
self an Indian Doctor. The case has caused a good deal of excitement
in this vicinity.
On April 15th, about mid-day, I was called to visit a Mrs. Sleeper,

who bad been a little indisposed for twelve hours with a slight attack of
asthma, to which she had been subject for several years ; but, for the last
year, had had less of it and enjoyed better health in every respect than
for ten years previous. For the last eight years, I had always attended
upon Mrs. S. during these attacks, which were always rather slight, and
I never met with any difficulty in subduing the disease in due time. At
this time, Mrs. S. having heard of the skill of the " Indian Doctor,"
thought that she must try him, and accordingly called him in about three
hours before her death.
While examining the patient, and about five minutes after my arrival

in the sick chamber, the " Indian Doctor " came in. 1 inquired, before the
family, what had been given Mrs. S. The doctor replied, "antimony
and ipecac." I inquired if it was the wine. He replied, "yes." 1 asked
if any other medicine had been given. He said, " the acetate of mor-
phia, in powder." The family say that " this powder was as large as

.

a

large pea," also that "he gave another powder, which was of lighter color
and about the same size." After the above conversation had passed, the
doctor left the room.

1 found Mrs. S. laboring under the following symptoms. The surface
of the body moist; countenance contracted ; pulse slow and distinct,
about forty per minute ; convulsions ; slow and laborious breathing ; pupil
contracted ; congestion of the veins about the head and neck. The
pulse continued to grow less and less distinct, and in about ten minutes
after the " Indian Doctor" loft the chamber, the patient was dead.
i'list-mortcm— about twelve hours after death, in the presence of

Dis. Tripp and Renton,und my students. .The patient medium size and
rather spare habit. The surfaöe of the body natural, excepting the con-

gestion above-mentioned. The usual incision for exposing the thoracic
and abdominal viscera; The lungs were healthy and natural. The heart
perfectly so. The abdominal viscera were all healthy, excepting the mu-

cous coat of the stomach, which was a little injected, showing slight

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at MONASH UNIVERSITY LIBRARY on July 2, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



traces of inflammation. The examination was not prosecuted farther, on
account of the friends wishing to move the corpse some distance.
The " Indian Doctor " left this place the next day, and where he

now is', no one in this place knows. But in all probability he is located
in some section of our country, where he is dealing out medicines with
which he professes to have nothing to do, to the destruction of the health
and lives of those who are foolish enough to consult the man, whoso
vacant countenance would disgrace a wiirwam, where often so much
talent and quick perception are seen. T. Haynes.,

Concord,N.H.,May,1844.Concord, N. H., May, 1844.

MORTALITY AMONG CHILDREN IN ST. LOUIS.

[Dr. V. J. Fourgeauo has prepared some interesting statistics relating to
the diseases and deaths of children in St. Louis, Missouri, during the last
three years, which are published in the lust, Medical and Surgical Journal
of that city. We copy some of the results, as they relate to a subject of
general interest and importance.]
Population of St. Louis in 1841, 30,000. Latitude, 38 deg., 37 min.,

28 sec. Longitude, 90 deg., 15 min., 39 sec. west of Greenwich.
In the year 1841 there were 935 deaths in the city of St. Louis:—

447 of which were persons over 7 years of age ; and 488 were children
under 7 years of age.
The mortality among children under 7 years of age was greater than

among persons over that age; the difference being 41 in favor of the lat-
ter. The ratio of mortality among children, in proportion to the whole
population, was as 1 to 61. The month of July was the most fatal,
both to children and adults.
In the year 1842, there were 658 deaths:—388 of which were per-

sons over 7 years; and 270 were children under 7.
This year was peculiarly favorable, especially to children ; only 270

having died, being 218 less than in 1841, and 375 less than in 1843.
The whole number of deaths was 658 ; 277 less than in 1841, and 481
less than in 1843. This was a very moderate mortality for a city having
at least 30,000 inhabitants. The ratio of mortality among children, in
proportion to the whole population, was as 1 to 11 h

In the year 1843 there were 1139 deaths—494 of which were persons
over 7 years ; and 645 were children under 7.
This shows a great increase of mortality, especially among children ;

645 having died, making the aggregate number of deaths among them
amount to 151 over that of all other persons over 7 years of age.
July, August, September and October were peculiarly unfavorable lo
infants ; no less than 477 having died during these four months. August,
particularly, seemed to have been the most fatal for them ; 209 havingdied in that month. The ratio of mortality among them, in proportion to
the whole population, was as 1 to 46. :

Thus, there were 1403 deaths among children under 7 years of age
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